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The Animal Gaze

This Phetoallas presents a snapshel of the iconic animals ey South Agrica B
{tat T mel between Nevember 2021 te Manchv 2022. T was incredibly
fotluwnale e make five ips acwesd the countiy, seme though natienal,
Flime - lime of wndeniable glebal climale change, extreme wealher,
 exdinclion ef dpecies. T this Age of the Anthnepecene, T was acutely awane

T way eapeciolly shaken by the Anumal Gage.




menilening me long begore T was duow inte the Gage. The Gage breught 8
' me o an acule tealigatien of the ethening undedying my seanch: thene T
hoand, seanching (v demething mewe tangible thaw my v shews v nmy

 the dednine of deminien even nalute and the Descotiovy duwolity ound
 hiewwchy that had endeted animaly alien and ungeeling, T was
 encouwntening Animal as subject, decentening me, Twapping me ene o
woudless exchange. How way T to untenyprel the Gage? How guell nmuy
 anthiepemeyphic incdinations and listen?




¥ A dok child efy Seutlhy Aicar, it was enly new that T was seeing the
expanded of thal vast metherand, and enly new secing ity eoiliest B8
me i and exlended o bruidge o cenneclion that weuwld nel release me
demanded comprehension and tonmslatien. Gage implies stillness - bul ferv

+ me il way o greal melienol mement - my sensed waced inle awn exchaounge auwnds
tlwmawueeww ol hyzz-apuut Pethaps it was my shadew Tndi ag
omd,ouwvamﬂvmw mawmmmmmmwmmmm%w
payche; celoindy, wuy lengtllg ' =




Considening themselves childienw ey the penullimate mether, Methen Eanth,
Tndigenous pesple like my puend and teacher Williownw Cenumoundao
capacily te swwive, live and thrive consistent withy the evelutienw ef Eanthv

deoy e the communien. Tndeed, the ealiesl cave paintings ef luumons
agtiumed such o eciprocal lige bend with, Animal.




Bul tedawy, animals tee eccupy o celeniged histeniciged wedd that s being &

bupteled by accelevaled evelulionwwy Twwnsilien in an unprecedentedly

anthrepecened wedld and the anthviepegenic impact becaume visible te me

ovev the cowwse of my whidlwind wad hipy acwsy the biutlhplace ey
luwumanily.

T neplect new en the celeniol and evelulisnouy (eruces engaged in o deeming
~ death gnig, and, T consee all even South Afico the spaces Lo the wild hoe




T 2012 a guide teld me hen panents had werked i Hiwluwe Goume Resewe
Lov 24 yeay wilheul seeing a lespand. This yeor, T somy Twe of these elusive
punate creatwies en tees. Past the pruige coplwe phete mement, T was left
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References and Tmpruint
. Alexanden Welsdiachenke suggested T create av phete atlas of umages rom my ecent tip te 6. Ajuica.

This will be av pantt o muy Cinucle of AW Natiens. Natwe CAN TEACH Pheteatlas Senies.

Cincle of AW Natiensy wek iy dedicated to Tndigensus Elderv Williocwn Cenumanda, Covviev e the Geven
Fires Pophecy. He weked tinelessly evev multiple decades te amaken uy te the enwinerumentol cuisis he
saw leeming. He planted o glebal seed fov telationship with o living and evelving Methen Eatthv at the Pe
Rie Eathv Gunumil oy 1991.

" T this photoatlas, T shane seme Animal Gage pheles willh youw — the animals ane neb all looking ab me;

N nitps: ((www.pacebook.com/Romelas-Naturer CAN-TEACH-PhoteAnt-Page-937319673008841



https://circleofallnations.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Romolas-Nature-CAN-TEACH-PhotoArt-Page-937319673008841

4. Collaborators

Romola V. Thumbadoo, PhD Geography,

SSHRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow

CEO and Coordinator, Circle of All Nations,

Legacy Work of Indigenous Elder William Commanda, OC, PhD
www.circleofallnations.ca; Romola@ecircleofallnations.ca
Executive Assistant to The Director, Dr. D. R. Fraser Taylor
Geomatics and Cartographic Research Centre (GCRC)
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies

Carleton University

www.gcrc.carleton.ca; rvthumbadoo@gcrc.carleton.ca

Dr. Dr.h.c. Alexander Wolodtschenko

Member of Scientific Advisory Board of the German Society

for Semiotics (DGS)

Co-chairman, Section "Umwelt- und Karto/Atlassemiotik”(DGS)
http://www.semiotik.eu/Oeko-und-Kartosemiotik

Co-editor: DKTK, Meta-carto-semiotics
http://ojs.meta-carto-semiotics.org

ERASMUS-Docent of the TU Dresden (since 2006)

Email: alexander.wolodtschenko@mailbox.tu-dresden.de
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